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pronouncement that he intended to pursue the policy which
had been laid down. Having commended the provision of the
Association's constitution, stating that its object was to foster a
relationship of cordiality and co-operation with Indians working
constructively for the good of India, His Excellency referred
to the present situation in India and said that for some time after
his arrival he found it was true that there were very difficult
times for India but the worst of the critical period had passed
and he thought they were justified in thinking that the present
moment compared favourably with the first year of his
Viceroyalty.

Lord Reading expressed in this connection his appreciation
of the assistance the Government of India had received from
the Governors of the Provinces and Government administrators.
His Excellency added that these were times of considerable
strain, but the Government of India was convinced that it
was right to continue to administer the law while having regard
to the legitimate susceptibilities of Indians and to their
responsibilities to the British Parliament.

Racial animosity also was no longer so acute as it was and
was daily tending to diminish. His Excellency referred to the
Racial Distinctions Committee, but said he was not in a position
to speak freely on the subject as there were some matters still
under discussion between the Secretary of State and the Govern-
ment of India, but he hoped all that had been done would be
known soon. He knew of no better augury for the future than
the spirit in which the British and Indian members of the Com-
mittee had met for the purpose of ending a controversy which
had in the past led to so much bitterness.

His Excellency proceeded to refer to the Indianization of the
Services, and said there was not a word of truth in the notion
that the Government of India was opposed to recruitment from
England. There was no proposition of the Government of India
in opposition to it. He had never been a party to any proposi-
tion which opposes recruitment at home and could not conceive
anyone coming to that conclusion, and although he could not
speak of those who served him on the Council, he was at least
certain they had never committed themselves to any such idea
as had one time been prevalent. His Excellency added that he
did not believe any Government that might be formed in the
future with the fullest measure of responsible self-government
would act unfairly regarding the pay and pensions of Civil
Servants, but he could understand the apprehensions felt and he